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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMAT ION

\
ils» DMediesal res]'e&rch in Ruzanis before 1947 was conccnt"at‘ed on ﬁ‘ublic health and
epidemiology. Rumanie ulwoys faced the threats of epldemic.) ‘Bprending vestvard
from the USSR and also had to deal constantly with bubonic plague, chclera and
typhus as e‘ndemic diseases. = } |

Institul Cantacuzino

|

2, Most of the‘ research worl t‘ovoted to solving the publm hce.lth problems was done
in the i‘ielg of bactericlogy at the Institul C:Luacuzlno in B‘ucharest. This
Institute was founded circa 1908 end made its most aigni;icant accomplishments,
from & reaeprch point of view, wunder the able lvadershlp of its director and namo-
sake, Dr Cantacuzino, who dicd in 1932 or 1933. His personal‘ research concerned
the gener&l\ mechanisms ol the diseases prevalent in R\::n.e.. ia, ‘e"pecinlly cholera,
diphtheria n.ml scarlet Tever, but he wes also cn imaginative ;e.nd exacting admin-
istrator who maintained a high atandnrd of applied researcn at the Institute.

3. A complete record o' the researci worl: carried out at the Institute can be found
in copien of the Archives Ixarco-‘(mwn*ne" de Bactomolouie. This Jjournal wns
published in Paris by the firm lasuon.

\ ‘
| ‘ |

4. 1n addition|to the research work earried out at Ins it (‘um;u.cuzino, the institu-
tirn alsn operated o plant for the cormercial produc tlon of vm'cinec and a great
variety of other drugs ol all types. The incune from ﬂu phnrmaceuticnl cales
was applied|to the research work ‘at the Institute. ’Une Ingti ‘..u‘ce itself vas
officially oumed by the Rumanian Government, al*hough Lt opernted as on indepen-
dent entity|as far as tuc adminigtration and allocation of it s funds was concaerned.
It aloo received substantial govefrnment subsidies to uﬁgmen‘b 1ts profits from

drug sulec. ‘
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In 1947, after comple*e Communist control had been establiphed, thc Soviete
pressed a demand order for hhge quantities of diphtheria &ntitoxin. 'me order
far exceeded the normal produc.tive capability of the plant. The a.ntitoxin was
normaliy taken from a group of two or three hundred horses|which the Ins‘titute
tept on hand for antitoxin production. As this number was| inadequate » the
Soviets insisted on the purchase of more horses by the ...ns“bitute to fi]l their
order. But almost as soon as the horses were del:.vered the Scnets r-anceued
the entire order, stating that their demands had been supplied from another

i

source. : i : ‘ [

The entire top echelon of the Institute consisted or bacterlolog-s‘cs vho hau
studied in France, and who had spent varied amounts of time working at the
Pasteur Institute. Cautacuiuo himself was consilcrzl one|of the out-mndina
pupils of Metchnikoff at the Pasteur Institute and was a close friend and rank-
ing colleague of Dr Roux. Ar- ally the bulk of all Ruma.niem doctors a.'nd medical
scientists received Their education in Frarce. Thi - grew out of the gz"\wing
appreciation of the fact thaf, Rumania was, after ali, g L:r"in country and that
France shoved more promise than any of the other I :in countries from the point
of view of the student of science, ‘

‘[

To |

in 1948 the dircctor of the Institute Cautacuzino vas

cofessor lonescu-Mihaesti, who had taken over the administration of the Instie
tute in 1933, affer the death of Dr Cantncusano. If he islalive todsy/19547he should
be about 70 years old. Under Ionescu-liihnesti's regime the Institute faded in
the field of research and concentrated more on production and participation in
public health projects. This was primerily attributeble to Ionescu-liihacati'
own inclinations and background. Although he had worked well under, Cantacuzino
a8. his assistant, he did not possess his predccessorts sclentitic -mginatm.
He was merely a carraf‘u_ and competent technician with no particulo.r flair for
research. Although he studied at tne Rockefeller Inutﬂtute in the US ané at a
similar institution in London, as well as at the Fasieur Institute, he| gained
almost no international renute after taking over the Insti’cu‘ce at Bucharest.

The second-in-command on the ‘Ionescu-mlw sti team wac ?rof‘essor Mibat Ciuca,
vho served as assi b - Ins Both of these men|were stidl
oy ofnce’—sjgn_dl.ﬁ;m‘mr_thr_m..mmﬁ foth of theae mo e i
indication that they would ao anything necegsary in appee L‘ng the Communists as
long es they could keep thcir' Jobs. They were guick o ua}He the uloof\air of

scientific objectivity in rationalizing their compromises with the new|governs
ment,

Mihai Ciuca is about 70 years old as o today., He was au_tL well knowx‘: in inter-
national mediecal circles, not so much from a scientifle point of vied, ‘but rather
through his work in the promotion of internetional public health programs while

he served for 10 years as & Rumanian delegate to the League| of Na.‘aions.‘ In this
capacity he traveled 4o foreign countries on numerous nedicsl missions [Tor the

League. |
‘ \ Proressor] Clucals scientilic ob.)eo““."lty had won bm the
honor of being selected as a mr~mbe1' of & Runanian sel ,*fih mission tho the
A38R.

i

.
o

The third man in the nmnagrLE.L hierarcel, at the Cruitnenzin | Institute ‘-ag Prof

Combiescu, who was serving as!chief of the Vuceine Department st the Institute

‘If ut.l.ll alivé he Sutlulu e abaut )6 years OMC;II Iﬂ'f]
ombiescu was primarily e basic researcher. He wac wLiculods and thoroughly
dupendable. Unfortunately for his career, he was rother ou
cism of the Cormunist reginc

T ]

Research Contributions of Individuals and Their R:letions to the Commun.;st Regime
\
Outside of the Institul Cai u-w,.ino, the only significant medical reuoarch wag
carried out by individual doctors along the lines of iheir xpocitlthlo Ae these
were isolated geases they made! fup no recognizable national trend in runeurch.

\

\

One of these men was Professor Dan lelopol of Ducherest, who conductcg research
on the normal and po.uholoe,icml effect of drugs on the hunn.n heart nnd ulso the

‘ | \
i !
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.~ relation of the heart[to tbe nervous system. lanielopol became internationally i
i ] known fo- this work. he is still living. If so he-should be[lin :,Sﬂ 50X1-HUM
i ~ sbout 66 years oll. ile raceived the bulk of his n>dical training in France,
although he spent somc‘tme at the Keiser Wilhelm Institute in Berlin. He worked |

for a time under Cantdﬂu"ino end was known to be a close fricad of his. During
the 1930's Danielopol lwas on the clinical staff of the University of Bucharest,
But in 1937 he was offered a position on the directoral steff of a new hospiial

in Bucharest. | 50X1-HUM

l [ It was well equipped with modern laborztory IacllITICs
' ¢ available for resea.:-ch‘.

13, At th;s time he 'becamc*‘associ ted with the activitiecs of the Liberal Party and
i during World War II v.;xs more or less ignored by thu iezi-oriented regime of

| General Antenescu, although he was known to huave opposed it, In September 19uk
: - he was named Minister of Healih by the Interim gove nment but recigned in March
| 1946 and went back to ‘l}i" position at *r= hospital i Bucherest.

. | 50X1-HUM

. ‘ :
? 15, As far as research studies were concerned, one of the most enthusiastic Rumanian
t doctors was the la’2 D*‘ Gregory Popa, vho died in 1948, He worked for some time
in the US at the Rockefeller Institute end later iranslated s US textboolk on
anatomy into the Ruma.:‘!ia.n lenguage. His outstanding research contri'bution was
the discovery of a specia.l hypophysis vessel formation.

\
16. Arother deceased Ruma.r‘xie.n medical reseercher was Ir ({nu) Bagdasar, who died in
oarly 1947. His research work was restricted to limited experimentation in the

50X1-HUM
E : ‘ The ncw regime awvarded hin & high position in the
f Ministry of Health Jujxt teforc¢ his death.
i .
; 17. Another Communist in R{mw.niu.n medieine is Ny Jobr Iiculescu, who has done some
? research in the i‘ield‘ot’ blood banteriology and has zpecinlized in work on mid-
i brain pathologye | e o professor of Pathology at the
; 'mverﬂity of BuChﬂl'eE:lt. i 50X1 -HUM
E
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23« __One of I-&rhon's“outstanding p\.);lfo at Iusl was
Dr|Leo Ballif, a groduste p;ychmh: ;4 and professor of Neurology 50X1-HUM
at Jasi, Ballif| was first ouuc.rted in Rumania. Then he studied under Sherrington
in Lor“un during‘tne late twenties with  sme woric ‘» mfz carried; ou‘h in France.

|
i _ During the thirtles he stuliec und;or Parhori.
|

\

24k, Psychotherapy in‘mmnnia. wes oriented awey from the :r'e‘w‘ian school and psycho-
analysis, although not outlawcd ur‘ it was in the USSK, was not often used clinie
cally. At that time hzat therapy was in use and chemithev'apy waa being experi-

mented with, as u‘ms nypnosis to a lessm extent. P

: 25. 3allif specialized in endocn rolomr, a fiely in wl *cn 1~e is quite capa.ble of '
producing serious regearch of & high coliber. 50X1-HUM

i

‘ ‘
26. Ballif's wife wa.. a Jewess, & rzct which wnder e fm‘uux‘ v:5cu regime would have
made hils positi 01:1 quite unconfor vr.z.plz_. tut throuch .:chr&l of his good friends
ne was able to remain "ignored" by| the polics nd Ly +hn oi‘iicia.ls of the
Ministry of Healt‘;n until the end r the war. asber thelSoviets moved in Ballif
i turned into an avowed Communist and rose stcadily in their ranks until he reached
i the position of a director ov ‘uza Vode Universiby st Insi. | 50X1-HUM
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